
Saiga calves are in conservation 
B.Chimeddorj  

WWF Mongolia Programme Office 
 

The world distribution of Saiga antelope covers southeast Europe, Middle and Central Asia 
steppe and Gobi. There are two subspecies of saiga antelope: Saiga tatarica tatarica which 
involves vast areas ranging from steppe of southeast Europe to west foothills of Mongol Altai 
mountain through steppes of Middle Asia, Kazakhstan and Kalmykia, Saiga tatarica mongolica 
which occurs only in Mongolia in very limitary areas. The Mongolian saiga (Saiga tatarica 
mongolica) is an endemic mammal species to Mongolia. Before the starts of this century, both of 
the two subspecies were very abundant in Mongolia, unfortunately Saiga tatarica (Saiga tatarica 
tatarica) was never seen again in Mongolia since 1950s.   
 
The breeding season can be significantly influenced by weather conditions, late fattening and 
moulting. Lambs are born after a gestation period of 140 to 145 days. The Mongolian saiga give a 
birth starting first ten days of June to first ten days of next month but this period fluctuates by 1-3 
weeks due to the year’s climate condition and vegetation. According to many years’ survey, it is 
determined that giving twin birth by Mongolian female saiga is up to 18 percent (Dulamtseren, 
Amgalan 1994). Calves are hidden away until they can follow the mother. The mothers move 
around with their calves, alone or in small groups. Lactation lasts about 3 to 4 months and from 
the first 10 days after birth calves start to feed on fresh plants.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pregnant females are ready to give a birth 
 
During the breeding time females concentrate on specific breeding territories, where tens, 
hundreds, and in Kalmykia and Central Asia sometimes thousands of females gather 
simultaneously. Wildlife biologist S.Dulamtseren and L.Amgalan (1994) located three main 
breeding sites, Shargiin Gobi, south of the Darvi mountain range and Khuisiin Gobi. 
 
In this summer, 2008, the female saigas started to give a birth in second ten days of June. In 
Sharga and Khuisiin Gobi there were good vegetation which grew earlier in the spring whereby 
precipitation there. The vegetation such as wild onion, feather grass and saltwort in the areas 
started to dry by around 8th of June.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saiga breeding area 
(Blessing of those climate conditions saigas are able to give a birth on time and it will be 

continued for a 2-3 weeks) 
 



This year the saiga birth delivery period was approximate, and first newborn was observed in 
front foothills of Bayan-Undur Mountain seen by us on June 12. For Shargiin Gobi birth delivery 
time had no specific change from Khuisiin Gobi but first newborn was observed by us on 13 June.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newborn saigas are in command of mothers 
 
In Shargiin Gobi, the saigas are giving a birth in 3 separate locations, in 800 in Khuren Gol-
Tsangilakh, lower part of Khatnii Khudag-Duguin Dalan, Makht-Burgasnii Am and Baga Darvi 
mountain foothills.  
In Khuisiin Gobi, the saigas were giving a birth with even spread in areas of Bayan-Undur 
Mountain footihills, Khar Den-Shar Buurug-Bultgeriin Us and Taliin Khairkhan Ovoo-Davkhariin 
Us-Bayan Gol with few numbers.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

After the birth calves, they are weak and fall easy prey to predators. 
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